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A PUBLICATION OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY

BEHIND THE COVER
Dr. Paige (Comstock ’77) Cunningham is many things: a
wife, mother, grandmother, bioethicist, and a passionate
advocate for life and the unborn. She is also the first
woman in Taylor’s history to serve as its President.
President Cunningham and her husband, Jay ’77, have
both embraced and been embraced by the Taylor
community since she assumed the role in August.
During her dedication service, President Cunningham
said the following:
I commit to faithfully guard and celebrate the mission of Taylor
University, and to continue with you in prayer for Taylor,
her students, her alumni, and her friends and family around
the world, that we would be marked with a passion to minister
Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a world in need.
And before all these commitments, I have a prior commitment.
I commit to my Lord, to faithfully love, listen and obey, to
willingly do all that You ask of me. In the familiar words of the
prayer of Richard of Chichester, my heart is to
Know You more clearly
Love You more dearly
And follow You more nearly,
Day by day.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, our perfect Savior, to God alone be
all the glory.
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TWELVE AND
COUNTING

CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR
PLANNED

A TALENT THAT GOD
HAS GIVEN ME

MAKING MUCH OF
LITTLE

Taylor achieves its 12th number one
ranking in U.S.News & World Report.

A tour of historic sites in America's
struggle for civil rights is planned for
January.

Taylor's 2019 Hall of Fame inductees
came from different sports and
backgrounds, but their testimony was
filled with gratitude.

Dee and Jerry Horne started with the
knowledge that God loved them and had a
plan for their life. For the next 60 years they
learned the implications of that plan.

4 HIGHLIGHTS FROM HOMECOMING AND FAMILY WEEKEND
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Taylor: A Magazine for Taylor University Alumni, Parents and
Friends (ISSN 1073-4376) is published by the Office of University
Advancement. Copyright © 2019 Taylor University.
E-mail: magazine@taylor.edu
Taylor University online: www.taylor.edu
Send address corrections and mailing updates to:
Office of Alumni Relations, 236 W. Reade Ave., Upland, IN 46989,
or call (800) 882-3456, ext. 5170. E-mail: alumni@taylor.edu
Opinions expressed by individuals in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of Taylor University. Final determinations
regarding the publication of any submission to the alumni
magazine are within the sole discretion of Taylor University.
Founded in 1846, Taylor University is one of America’s oldest Christian
liberal arts colleges. Over 2,000 graduate and undergraduate
students from 42 states and 36 foreign countries attend Taylor,
where majors in 64 fields of study are available. Taylor University
is the number one school in the Midwest region in the US News
& World Report survey, America’s Best Colleges. Taylor has been
ranked in the region’s top three for 22 consecutive years.
The mission of Taylor University is to develop servant
leaders marked with a passion to minister Christ’s
redemptive love and truth to a world in need.
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BACKSTAGE

AS HE HAS DONE.
J.R. Briggs ’01 was in the first days of his freshman
year at Taylor when the upperclassmen of his
residence hall wing blindfolded him and led him
into the woods. Briggs’ mind raced as he wondered
what kind of “initiation” he was about to endure.
After several minutes the blindfold was removed.
He, the other freshmen from his wing, and the
upperclassmen of 3WW were at the Prayer Deck
near Taylor Lake. What happened next was not a
hazing, but a foot washing and prayer service as
those upperclassmen served Briggs and his fellow
freshman students. What a powerful moment it
was, and continues to be.
The servant’s towel, which for more than 35 years
has been awarded to every graduating senior,
stands in contrast to the world’s paradigm of
leadership: Leaders lead. Servants follow. Based on
Jesus Himself washing His disciples’ feet just
hours before His crucifixion, the towel echoes our
Savior’s words, which are faithfully recorded for
us in the Gospel of Jesus’s beloved disciple John.
“Do you understand what I have done for you? You call
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I
am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set
you an example that you should do as I have done for you
… Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if
you do them.”

During Homecoming and Family Weekend, Paige
(Comstock ’77) Cunningham, Chris Goeglein ’84,
and Robert Wolgemuth ’69 each washed the feet
of three of Taylor’s students: Tali Valentine ’20,
Anders Soderquist ’20, and Cole Guillaume ’21
during the dedication of a statue and fountain.
After that, each of the pairs prayed together and
embraced one another.
We are far from perfect at Taylor. But the Lord is
here, and He leads His sons and daughters to be
His hands and feet – to do as He has done. In the
nearly 34 years the Lord has blessed me to serve
at Taylor, there have been many moments when I
found myself thanking God that He had allowed
me to be part of such a moment. While it is not
possible to quantify them, moments such as these
speak volumes to me about what Taylor is about.
May we be found faithful. Always.

James R. Garringer H᾿15
Editor
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NEWS

Homecoming
and Family
Weekend '19
The weather was nearly perfect and the
crowd was huge as Taylor University
welcomed more than 2,000 alumni,
parents, and family members for the 2019
Homecoming and Family Weekend.
Beyond reunions, the cardboard boat
regatta, music, cycling, running, food,
and sports, the Class of ’69 class gift was
unveiled on Friday afternoon. Called Living
Service, it is a fountain with hands holding
a bowl and servant’s towel. The piece is
located near the Zondervan Library and
Smith-Hermanson Music Building.
The sculpture was designed by Andersonarea artist Ken Ryden. It was Ryden
who created the iconic Samuel Morris
Statue Garden, which was unveiled 24
years ago during the run up to Taylor’s
sesquicentennial. A few years later, he
recreated the Morris statue Sharing The
Word, which was displayed on the former
Taylor University Fort Wayne Campus
until its closing in 2009. After that, the
statue resided for a few years in Morris
Hall before being donated to the Samuel
Morris Center in Greenville, Liberia.
The concept for Living Service came
from the Homecoming class committee
that included Taylor’s longtime Vice
President for Student Development,
Advancement, and University Relations,
Dr. Charles R. Jaggers ’69. More than 35
years ago Jaggers was a member of the
team in Taylor’s Student Development
office that first envisioned the servant’s
4

towel given to every graduating senior at
Commencement.
J.R. Briggs ’01, who returned to campus
to be honored as a Distinguished Service
Alumnus, reflected on a moment during
his freshman year (see Backstage, P.
3) when he learned the true meaning
of "servant leadership." As one of the
featured speakers at the dedication, Briggs
reflected on the power and symbolism of
the servant's towel.
Living Service by Ken Ryden.

“What I love about this sculpture is not
only its beauty, but also its functionality,”
said Briggs. “It was created not merely
to be looked at, but to be used … When I
first learned of this in a phone call with
Chip Jaggers, I had chills. (The fact that
it is) designed specifically so it could be
used by the community means this is not
just a symbol, but also a challenge and an
invitation to practice what we believe.”
Additional alumni who were recognized
at Homecoming and Family Weekend
included: Russell Balikian ‘09,
Distinguished Service Young Alumnus;
Whitney Fry ‘03, G. Roselyn Kerlin Women
in Leadership Award; Dr. Todd Syswerda
‘91, Distinguished Service Alumnus; and
Daphna Tobey H’19, Honorary Alumna.
Taylor’s 2020 Homecoming and Family
Weekend is scheduled for October 9-11.

NEWS

TWELVE AND COUNTING
US NEWS NAMES TAYLOR
NUMBER ONE MIDWEST SCHOOL.

A record crowd estimated over 6,200 attended
the Taylor-IWU football game.

Taylor's President Paige Comstock Cunningham
washes the feet of Taylor's student body Vice
President Tali Valentine.

For the 12th time in 13 years, Taylor
University has been ranked number one
in the Midwest in the U.S. News & World
Report survey, America’s Best Colleges. The
ranking also marks the 23rd consecutive
year Taylor has been ranked among the
region’s top three.
Criteria employed by U.S. News include
graduation and retention rates, peer
assessment of excellence, faculty
resources, student selectivity, financial
resources, graduation rate performance,
and alumni giving. Among the Midwest
region’s top 10 institutions, Taylor ranked
first in its retention rate, predicted
and actual graduation rates, and peer
assessment scores. Taylor’s rankings were
also influenced by its ability to attract
students from the top 25 percent of their
respective graduation classes, and its high
alumni giving rate.
Rounding out the Midwest region’s top
five were: Cottey College (Missouri) (2),
College of the Ozarks (Missouri) (3), Dordt
University (Iowa) (4), and Ohio Northern
University (Ohio) (5).
Taylor also was listed among several
U.S. News companion categories
including: Most Innovative, Top Performers on
Social Mobility, Best Undergraduate Teaching,
and Best Value Schools. Additionally,

Taylor was also highly ranked by Money
Magazine’s college survey for affordability.
“This ranking is the result of the efforts
and sacrifice of our outstanding faculty
and staff; our students, alumni, and
parents; our Board of Trustees; and
our financial partners whose visionary
support of scholarships and programs
make the Taylor educational experience
possible for so many,” said President
Paige (Comstock ’77) Cunningham.
“We are grateful to U.S. News for this
recognition, which is historic in nature.
Taylor University’s historic commitment
to excellence is evidenced not only in
high rankings from numerous external
sources, but most significantly in
the lives of more than 25,000 Taylor
graduates through the years who have
served God and humankind throughout
the world,” she added. “Ultimately, we are
most grateful to God for His continued
blessings and guidance for the past 173
years.”
Taylor has also appeared in college rankings
compiled by the Wall Street Journal, Forbes,
Princeton Review, and Washington Monthly, as
well as Open Doors, CollegeConsensus.com,
and Niche.com.
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C I V I L R I G H T S T O U R F OR A LU M N I
PL A NN E D I N JA N UA RY
The Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia, where Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. preached. The Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Alabama, the site of a bloody
crackdown on protestors. And the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, the
site of King’s assassination in April 1968.
Each of these sites along with others are on
the itinerary for an upcoming Civil Rights Bus
Tour, sponsored by Taylor’s Alumni and Parent
Relations and Intercultural Initiatives Offices.
The trip, led by Taylor’s President, Dr. Paige
(Comstock ’77) Cunningham; Rev. Greg Dyson,
Special Assistant to the President for Intercultural
Initiatives; Jesse Brown, Taylor’s Dean of Students;
and Brad Yordy ’05, Executive Director of Alumni
and Parent Relations, will be January 16 – 20,
2020. In addition to Selma, Atlanta, and Memphis,
Dyson said the group would also visit Birmingham,
Alabama, before returning to Taylor in time for
the Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday.
“The Civil Rights tour for alumni will allow
people who hold Taylor dear and close to their
heart to experience a deeper understanding of
our common history that still impacts us today,”
Dyson said. “We will travel by coach and stay in
hotels while experiencing these communities
and the events that occurred there. Our goal will
be both to learn and consider what tomorrow
should be based on what we’ve seen of yesterday.

6

The Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, was the site of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and is now home to
the National Civil Rights Museum.

“A deep understanding of servant
leadership as part of the fiber of
Taylor University compels us to
participate in this event,” Dyson
continued, adding three similar
tours are planned in the coming
months.
The cost is $250 per person and
married couples rooming together
can do so at a cost of $600 per
couple. Dyson said space is limited
and will be granted on a first-come,
first-served basis.

and about places like Memphis,
Selma, and Birmingham, but it is
transformational to actually visit
those sites and walk in the steps
of the giants of the Civil Rights
movement like Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Medgar Evers, and so many
others,” said Cunningham. “One of
my deepest convictions is that God
desires reconciliation among His
children, and I believe this trip will
be an incredible experience for me
and everyone else who participates.”

For information, visit https://taylor.
“I am especially excited to take part edu/civilrightsbustour.
in this learning experience. It is one
thing to read Dr. King’s biography,

SOCIAL

#TAYLORU
ONE OF SOCIAL MEDIA’S BEST QUALITIES IS ITS ABILITY TO
SHARE INSTANTANEOUS INFORMATION WITH FRIENDS,
FAMILIES, AND LOVED ONES VIA TWITTER, FACEBOOK,
INSTAGRAM, OR VARIOUS OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA. HERE ARE
A FEW TWEETS AND INSTAGRAM PHOTOS THAT WE HAVE
ENJOYED DURING THE PAST MONTHS.

BESTBUDDY08
@LindaEdits I just learned that there are
over 70K light bulbs on campus and over 30K
sockets that are all being rewired and replaced
for LED. I think these electricians deserve a
round of applause. #TaylorU

TUIRISHSTUDIES

SEVENCORINA

@CUPOF_TEA_gan After beating Butler
I can honestly say, we want ’bama #TaylorU

@becahschwartz It’s only the second week
of school and I already know the combination of
original Cheerios and M&Ms is going to get me
through sophomore year #TaylorU

@emkiingx hope my edgy tweets don't
make it in the echo tomorrow because shoot
my gma is here... #TaylorU

ANNEPARKER2166

@gabrivera42 A girl is eating an entire
pint of ice cream in the student center with her
head in her hands. I’ve never related to another
person more. You got this boo. #TaylorU

@manyartsofem Top three signs that
#TaylorU has fully started again: 1. My “small
things I inconveniently didn’t pack” list is
over five items 2. My phone shows that I am
suddenly taking over 10,000 steps per day
3. I’m writing this tweet around midnight
despite not planning to stay up late.

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY
@TAYLORU & @TAYLORTROJANS
@TAYLORUNIV

TAYLORU_BSCP

FIND US ON TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM WITH
THE HASHTAG #TAYLORU
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Faculty serve locally,
abroad; honored for
excellence
PROFESSOR DAN BOWMAN (English) is a nominee for

the post of Poet Laureate for the State of Indiana.

PROFESSOR JOHN BRUNER (Film and Media) received

an award for his film, Grounded at the Fifteen Minute
Film Festival and was accepted to screen at Victory
International Film Festival (Evansville, Indiana) and the
Hobnobben Film Festival (Ft. Wayne, Indiana).

PROFESSOR KATHY BRUNER’s (Film and Media)
documentary Last Year at the Crossing was accepted
for screening at the Over-the-Rhine Film Festival
(Cincinnati, Ohio) and at the Heartland Film Festival
(Indianapolis, Indiana).

DRS. MICHAEL HAMMOND, SCOTT
MOESCHBERGER ’97 (OVC), and KEVIN
JOHNSON (History) traveled to Ireland

(Greystones and Dublin) and Northern Ireland
(Belfast) in support of Taylor’s Irish Studies
Programme.

DR. RACHEL SMITH (Art) was honored by the
Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA) in June
as the recipient of the 2019 CIVA President’s
Award for art education. The award recognizes
her service to the Nagel Institute for the
Study of World Christianity.

DR. ROBERT ARONSON (Public Health)
serves on the boards of the Minority Health
Halbrook Distinguished Chair of American Government
Coalition of Grant County and Bridges to
this fall. She holds the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree
Health. He also serves on TORCH (Tobacco
from Indiana University’s Maurer School of Law
Coalition for Grant County) and CORE
(Bloomington) and brings extensive experience as a U.S. Consortium, a federally funded opioid use
Senate aide to Senator Richard Lugar, assistant Indiana
prevention intervention headed by Marion
Attorney General during the Greg Zoeller term, a clerk
General Hospital. Aronson also did a site visit
to Federal judges, and as a member of the Federal Legal
of the Uganda Studies Program in Mukono,
Services Corporation and as the first executive director of Uganda, in May and June. While there he
the Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic (Indianapolis).
served as a consultant with Christ’s Hope
International in Kampala, Uganda.
DR. JOE RICKE (English/C.S. Lewis and Friends Center)
and PROFESSOR ASHLEY (Black ’07) CHU (Archivist) led
DR. PHIL GRABOWSKI traveled to Ghana and
a summer Young Inklings Research Seminar in May. The
Malawi to facilitate the final workshops for
week-long project engaged students in intensive work on
a research project on Inclusive Sustainable
discovering and developing their own research topics, and Agricultural Intensification, where
was funded by a grant from the Women’s Giving Circle.
he presented a manual of methods for
understanding how agricultural changes will
DRS. MICHAEL HAMMOND ’92 (Provost) and TOM JONES affect women and youth. He also visited the
’73 (Dean) were interviewed as part of The Statement of
University of Livingstonia in Mzuzu, Malawi,
Faith, a TBN network program focused on the growth of
to explore possible collaborations with Taylor
global Christianity, scheduled for airing in 2020.
University.
PROFESSOR ABBY KUZMA begins work as the inaugural
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A SMALL STEP AND A GIANT LEAP

THEIR INTERNSHIPS MAY HAVE
BEEN ON OPPOSITE COASTS,
BUT FOR HANNAH KING ’20 AND
PATRICK WARREN ’20, THE EMPLOYER HAD THE SAME ICONIC
NAME: NASA.
King worked at NASA’s Langley
Research Center in Hampton, Virginia,
and Warren served at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Lab (JPL) in Pasadena,
California.
A Mathematics-Interdisciplinary
major, King’s minor is in Physics. Her
career goals shifted after discovering
her passion for the partnership
between science and math. Then, after
seeing the movie Hidden Figures for the
first time, her dream to work at NASA
was born.
After applying online, King was offered
the opportunity to work on the SAGE
III (Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas
Experiment) team – a NASA mission
that gathers data on the Earth’s

atmosphere using an instrument on
the International Space Station (ISS).

ensure that he and his colleagues could
fulfill project requirements.

Adding to the experience, King’s work
at Langley was in the same location
where the events of Hidden Figures
unfolded.

Warren, who presented his work on
several occasions to JPL engineers, said
his Taylor experiences equipped him to
be adaptable and learn new concepts
quickly. He added he was thankful for
the communication skills he developed
while working on a team of interns
and full-time engineers from varying
disciplines.

“When I shadowed them I got to
wear a headset, which felt very
official, and listen to mission control
speaking with astronauts on the ISS,
as well as our team communicating
with mission ops,” King said. “But
by far the best part of my experience
was the end of the day, when they
told me I could be the one to let
mission control know that we had
completed testing.”
Warren, a Computer Engineering
major, worked closely with an open
source Real-Time Operating System
(RTOS) called Xenomai. The focus
of his efforts was to implement
Xenomai into the testing system
his team was building. He created
benchmarking tests to show the
effectiveness of the program to

He said his favorite moments came
during tours of JPL labs and attending
science-related lectures. Then there
was a tour of the testbed for the Mars
2020 Rover and a lecture by a member
of the team that captured the first
image of a black hole.
“As I reflect about my experience, I
am very thankful for the work that I
got to be a part of and all the people I
worked with, especially my mentor,” he
said. “It was a really cool experience to
live and work across the country in a
completely new environment, and gain
confidence that I can thrive wherever I
end up after graduation.”
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STEWARDSHIP

Dreams
		realized;
Goals achieved
Abbey Suess ’23, David Ferguson ’20,
Tae Aye ’21, Lindsay Boone ’20, and
Ryan Lopez ’23: each responded to
the Taylor promise of an outstanding
education in a life-transforming
discipleship setting. And each faced
his or her own hurdles in achieving
that goal. It is because of your
generosity to the Taylor Fund and
student scholarships that the hopes
born in the lives of Abbey, David, Tae,
Lindsay, and Ryan are being realized.
Your gifts are making a difference.
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Abbey
Suess ’23

ORPHANS AND
VULNERABLE CHILDREN
“My Admissions counselor worked so hard
for me to be at Taylor – she is amazing!
She found me two scholarships that made
the difference for me to be here this year.
We’re just going year by year trusting God
to provide.”

Tae
Aye ’21

David
Ferguson ’20

For the fall of 2019, I realized that I had to apply for
one more loan so that I could pay for the rest of my
semester here. I ended up not applying for that loan
because I was awarded a scholarship. Being able to
meet my donor (Dick Jaggers) really felt heartwarming
because when we hugged it was like he was a grandpa
to me, or, what we call in my language, “Pupu.” That's
the word I have used to pray for him, which means
“grandpa.” It was a special moment.

“I want to give thanks to the donors who have
partnered with my family for me to be here. My
parents got me to the track, but it's been the donors
who have been cheering me on in this this academic
journey. I want to acknowledge and give thanks, but I
hope one day my actions will show my gratitude when
I may be able to facilitate ways for students to come
here.”

Lindsay
Boone ’21

Ryan
Lopez ’23

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

PSYCHOLOGY WITH
A SPANISH MINOR

Going to Taylor as a freshman was going to be a huge
commitment after my Mom was diagnosed with
MS and was in and out of the hospital for nearly
two months. Then, staying at Taylor was an even
bigger financial commitment for my family. It’s
really hard to put into words how much scholarships
mean to me. The financial assistance is such an
encouragement and huge comfort to me.

BIOCHEMISTRY

MANAGEMENT

I am definitely grateful for the financial support I
get to attend Taylor. I am enjoying my classes, and I
appreciate the Christian liberal arts education here. I
am growing spiritually and feel like I am at a healthy
place. This is made possible in part because of my
scholarships. It would be pretty incredible if one day I
could help others receive the same education. I hope
one day to give back and honor God.

11
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The Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, was the site of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and is now home to
the National Civil Rights Museum.
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A
talent
that
God
has
given
me
Taylor women’s soccer coach
Scott Stan relates a story about his
recruitment of future standout
Molly (Drooger ’14) Currens. He
made a generous scholarship
offer, so much so that one of his
assistants questioned the wisdom
of such a commitment. But after
seeing her play, that same assistant
returned to Stan to ask if there
wasn’t more that could be done to
lure Currens to Upland.
During her stellar four-year career,
Currens shattered several school
records: 60 goals (19 of which were
game winners), and 189 points
– stats that more than doubled
existing records. Her 289 shots
established another school record.

Currens was one of five inductees to
the Taylor Athletic Hall of Fame during
Homecoming and Family weekend.
Her class included Rick Atkinson ’69
(baseball and coaching), Tyler Beachler
’12 ( men’s soccer), Casey Coons ’13
(men’s basketball), and Tanya Crevier, a
ball-handling phenom who has shared
her skills and Christian witness with
thousands of Taylor basketball campers
and in countless settings around the
world.
Each of the new Hall of Fame members
brought his or her own unique gifts
to the court or field for Taylor. Coons’
2,138 career points is second on Taylor’s
all-time scoring list. He was only the
seventh player in the men’s basketball
program’s history to earn multiple
All-American recognitions, and was
the first Taylor men’s basketball player
to be named the CoSIDA Academic
All-American of the Year. Beyond that,
Coons was the player for his four years
who scored the magical tenth point in
the famed Silent Night game, leading
to the wild, court-storming frenzy for
which the event has become recognized
worldwide.
Atkinson was a standout baseball player
who went on to play in the Atlanta
Braves organization and later returned
to Taylor to coach after an impactful
career as a coach and educator at
Eastbrook and Mississinewa High
Schools. Beachler was a four-time allconference standout including the
conference’s Player of the Year in 2011.
But it was Crevier who became a Hall
of Famer without ever donning a Taylor
uniform or scoring a point for the
Trojans. A veteran of dozens of shows
for the NBA, WNBA, and America’s Got
Talent, Crevier has for 39 years been
a beloved fixture at Taylor’s summer
basketball camps with jaw-dropping

displays of dribbling, shooting, and
spinning multiple basketballs.

“I’M JUST ME, AND I’M THANKFUL
TO GOD THAT HE’S GIVEN ME THIS
TALENT. IT’S LIKE A TREASURE,
THOUGH. YOU HAVE TO DIG IT UP, TO
WORK FOR IT, AND FIND OUT WHAT
IT’S GOING TO BE, AND THEN, FROM
THERE, YOU SHARE IT.”

“I’m just me, and I’m thankful to God that
He’s given me this talent. It’s like a treasure,
though. You have to dig it up, to work for
it, and find out what it’s going to be, and
then, from there, you share it,” Crevier said.
“This is my summer home, you guys. Taylor.
Whenever I spin those basketballs in that
gymnasium, one kid, then five, 10, then
20 – it’s just like magic – they start coming
around. And I realize it’s a tremendous tool,
a talent that God has given me. And I just
say, ‘Okay, Lord, it’s your talent.’ I have the
passion because I have Jesus Christ living in
my heart.
“Thirty-nine years I’ve been coming to Taylor
basketball camp. And I didn’t know then,
but the Lord has given me length of days,
long life, and peace. And He’s given me such
a purpose. When I come here I know I’m
going to be given the freedom … to share my
testimony (about) what Jesus Christ means
to me.”

13

Why Read? Why Write?
DR. NANCY DAYTON

“WHAT REALLY KNOCKS ME OUT
IS A BOOK THAT, WHEN YOU’RE
ALL DONE READING IT, YOU WISH
THE AUTHOR THAT WROTE IT WAS
A TERRIFIC FRIEND OF YOURS
AND YOU COULD CALL HIM UP ON
THE PHONE WHENEVER YOU FELT
LIKE IT.”

J.D. Salinger The Catcher in the Rye
“ULTIMATELY THE PRODUCT THAT
ANY WRITER HAS TO SELL IS NOT
THE SUBJECT BEING WRITTEN
ABOUT, BUT WHO HE OR SHE IS …
THIS IS THE PERSONAL TRANSACTION THAT’S AT THE HEART OF
GOOD NONFICTION WRITING. OUT
OF IT COME TWO OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT QUALITIES: HUMANITY AND WARMTH. GOOD WRITING
HAS AN ALIVENESS THAT KEEPS
THE READER READING FROM ONE
PARAGRAPH TO THE NEXT.”

William Zinsser On Writing Well
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I am a bibliophile. I was the kid
who poured over the Scholastic order
forms for hours and I was the kid
whose book order required two
shopping bags to haul home. My
parents never gave me a spending
limit, believing that I would learn
far more from what I read than
what I experienced in class. I read
with a flashlight in my room at
night and I took great care not to
break the spine of my paperbacks
because they were so precious.
Books allowed me to sympathize
with complex characters, to visit
places that were inaccessible to me,
and to imagine what it might be like
to be someone else. Reading was like
breathing and writing allowed me
to catch my breath and process the
richness of what I had read.
However, my experiences are often
not the experiences of my students.
Thirty years of work in higher
education has helped me to see this
more and more clearly. It is likely
my students are taught to read and
write to prepare for standardized
tests. Students are often taught to
read quickly for comprehension
and write formulaically so their
writing might be graded easily. I am
teaching the most tested generation
in the history of American
education and my heart sank when
I recently learned that one major

Indiana school corporation announced they
would no longer require all secondary students to
read a complete novel. My experience of lingering
over books and the thought processes of writing
is certainly foreign to many students. I have
struggled to help students learn in the manner
outlined by Wordsworth in The Prelude. “[W]hat
we have loved, others will love, and we will teach
them how; instruct them how the mind of man
becomes a thousand times more beautiful than
the earth on which he dwells ...”
Therefore, I am anxious when I compile book
lists each semester. Alan Jacobs’ article On
Assigning Books emphasizes that it is “what my
students read that has the deepest and most
lasting effect on their lives.” Assigning reading
is a risky proposition since “reading is done by
individuals” and “one reader can be unmoved
by what devastates her neighbor.” When we
read widely, we risk opening our minds and our
definitions of self to a world full of questions and
paradoxes. Can I understand the experiences of
Harriet Jacobs who lived as a slave in hiding? Can
I wrestle with the conflict between pride and
intellectual humility analyzed by Augustine? Can
I recognize the struggles of Holden Caufield’s
desire for consistency and stability as he wanders
the streets of New York? Reading opens the
possibility of exploring questions that are very
familiar to our own experiences and, at the same
time, it often presents questions that are so
different from our own experiences that they may
startle us and disrupt our preconceived ideas.
Additionally, writing, when combined with the
practice of serious reading, gives us the chance

Reading opens the possibility of exploring questions that are very
familiar to our own experiences and, at the same time, it often
presents questions that are so different from our own experiences
that they may startle us and disrupt our preconceived ideas.

to make up our minds concerning
questions and paradoxes. Mark
Edmundson suggests that writing, in
the larger sense, enables us to create a
mind that can, “hang together where
ideas do not jostle around;” it “grows
the imagination and the intellect.”
When we write in response to reading,
it allows us to explore, to sort through
and refine our modes of thought and
speech. What would a student say
to the characters of Edith Wharton,
William Faulkner, or Raymond Carver
if she had the chance to write back to
these texts?

about our neighbor, and through
that process learn more about
ourselves.

Does this mean that students who
are Christ-followers should restrict
their reading and writing practice
to focus on the traditions of faith
that they know well? Certainly
not. Students should steward their
minds to engage the cultures,
traditions, and beliefs of this world
so they might use their intellect
effectively, love with sincerity, and
seek God in all things. However,
they should employ the practice of
At the center of a liberal arts education intellectual humility, outlined well
by Richard Hughes in The Vocation
are some assumptions about the
of a Christian Scholar. Students must
importance of reading and writing
have the humility to locate what
that students must learn. A quality
he calls their own “particularities,”
liberal arts education, according to
that is they must be willing to
Edmundson, “enables the student to
use major works of art and intellect to recognize their specific traits of
geography, ethnicity or race, class,
influence his or her Final Narrative.”
and theology. Recognizing these
However, for the student who is a
may allow students to realize that
Christ-follower, this Narrative should
they are not the “objective” and
shape the quality of the student’s
“normal” measure of reality and
life in a specific manner. It should
may allow them to accept the
shift the student toward the greatest
challenge of engaging with the
commandments found in Matthew
practices of reading and writing to
22: 37-39: Love the Lord your God with all
learn deeply and write carefully.
your heart, mind, and soul and love your
neighbor as yourself. Loving God involves These experiences may enable
students to take the opportunity
practicing good stewardship of the
to develop a language, a way to
intellect He has given us and loving
shape their Final Narrative with
our neighbor requires us to approach
commitments, hopes, and callings
questions and paradoxes to learn

oriented toward their vocation as
Christ-following scholars. Herein
lies the importance of reading and
writing in a Christian liberal arts
tradition and I hope to pass this
tradition on to my students as I
encourage them to read carefully
and write well.
Edmundson, Mark. The Heart of the
Humanities Reading, Writing, and
Teaching. Bloomsbury USA; Omnibus
Edition, 2018.
Jacobs, Alan. On Assigning Books. The
American Conservative. November 8,
2012.
Hughes, Richard. The Vocation of a
Christian Scholar: How Christian
Faith Can Sustain the Life of the Mind.
Eerdmans; Revised Edition, 2005.
Salinger, J. D. The Catcher in the Rye.
Little, Brown and Company, 1951.
Wordsworth, William. The Prelude. The
Norton Critical Edition. Edited by M.H.
Abrams, W.W. Norton, 1979.
Zinsser, William. On Writing Well.
Harper Perennial; 30th Anniversary
Reprint Edition, 2016.
Dr. Nancy Dayton is the Department
Chair and a Professor in the Department of English at Taylor University.
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When God Make
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es Much of Little
BY ANGI MCCARTY

In the first years of their marriage they lived in the office of their call center
business – a small, two-room apartment above a shoe store. They slept on a
hide-a-bed; their meals were cooked in a Crock Pot – with left-overs more familiar
than uncommon.
It was the early 1960s and unbeknownst to this ambitious twenty-something
couple, their career path of “connecting people” would wind its way along
a meandering but purposeful path at a time when the telecommunications
industry was on the threshold of unprecedented growth.
Yet the story of this couple’s success is measured less by what they achieved and
more by what defined them in the journey: a commitment to the things of God
combined with teamwork and a strong work ethic.
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As their
God-formed hearts
began to love the
things that He loved,
their lives began
to reflect His best
purposes. For Jerry
and Dee, this would
foster a lifestyle of
giving before they
had a lot to give.
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More than sixty years ago, Dee (Steinbach ’62) and
Jerry Horne H’09 were “youngsters” who met while
attending weekend church youth gatherings in
their home town of Detroit. By 1959, when Dee was
a student at Taylor and Jerry attended Kings College
in New York, their relationship had deepened to
the point that Jerry proposed. The next year, they
married and moved to Holland, Michigan, where Jerry
sold radio time for Christian station WJBL, and Dee
worked as a secretary.
Before long, thinking future forward, they started
a company. “We were kids,” remembers Dee with
laughter. As enterprising entrepreneurs, they worked
six days a week – sometimes seven. With a telephone
answering and paging service, their hours were ’round
the clock – rotary telephones lined along a desk in
their small apartment. These humble beginnings
became the foundation on which their business would
expand beyond anything they could imagine.
“We built a building we couldn’t afford,” recalls Dee. “We
put rental offices in it, and I did the secretarial work – I
typed, I answered telephones, I ran Western Union.
Eventually, we ended up with four answering services
in different cities. It was 24 hours a day, and it led to
other things – good things. We answered telephones
not just for doctors, but for police departments and
alarm companies. We delivered newspapers at night –
anything we could do to make a go of it.
“And then, along came paging in its infancy, when it
was a service only doctors had. Then we expanded,
and had multiple offices in Florida and Michigan. One
of our customers was a Manpower franchise owner,
and he couldn’t pay his bill. We ended up taking the
business over and we grew it to 47 offices throughout
western Michigan, becoming the third largest
Manpower franchise in the country.
“We both knew that God loved us and had a plan for
our lives – and that knowledge shaped everything,”
continues Dee.
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“I was looking at investments that cou
“I think this program can influenc
can think of. It’s being salt and light.
Kingdom difference beyond the im
As their God-formed hearts began to love the
things that He loved, their lives began to reflect His
best purposes. For Jerry and Dee, this would foster a
lifestyle of giving before they had a lot to give.
“We had all these businesses – radio dispatch
service, Custom Communications – and all of
these checkbooks to go with all of the businesses.
Jerry came home one day and said, ‘We’re going
to start a new checking account for our giving.’

When presented with an opportunity to give,
Dee says her first thought is to ask, “How can I
help; what can I do?” She attributes this to Jerry’s
influence. “He was like that,” says Dee, “He
always thought, ‘What can I do to fix this? How
can I help?’ whether it was time or money or
whatever was needed. Even in those years when
we didn’t have anything, he was always about
seeing what we could do. When we had little, we
did littler things, but it was the same attitude.”

“Well, I cried. I said, ‘I can’t keep track of all of these For 60 years, the Horne’s have lived the axiom,
“We make a living by what we get; we make a
checkbooks. There’s never any money left over.’
life by what we give.” Their stewardship of God’s
“I always paid God. But I always owed Him,” says resources has extended beyond their numerous
charitable involvements worldwide to that as
Dee with a tilt of her head and a slight smile.
“Jerry said, ‘We’re going to put God’s money away faithful ministry partners within the Taylor
community – from Jerry’s honorary doctorate in
first.’ And you know,” says Dee. “More money
business for a lifetime of service to his years as a
ran through that checking account than I ever
Taylor Trustee (1990-2001), and their investments
dreamed possible. That’s the truth.
in the Taylor Fund, Taylor World Outreach,
Women’s Giving Circle, and numerous gifts toward
“For a long time, it was hard. But God honored
capital projects like the Memorial Prayer Chapel.
that. So I learned the value of giving early, and
learned that you really can’t out-give God.”
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uld really make a difference,” says Dee.
ce culture more than any other thing I
. This is shaping culture and making a
impact the students have on campus.”
The Horne’s have two sons, Dan (Crystal) and
David ’89 (Dina ’88), and five grandchildren, one
of whom is a Class of 2020 student. Although
Jerry is now in year 10 of a vascular dementia
diagnosis, Dee continues to delight in using
what God has entrusted to them for His kingdom
purposes.
In September 2019, the Horne’s gave an $8
million leadership gift toward the Film and
Media production program at Taylor – an awardwinning department with the objective of
producing culture-shaping storytellers. This
kingdom investment will help to construct a
46,000 square foot Film and Media Production
Center that will support new technology
and equipment and provide state-of-theart production studios, editing suites and
classrooms, as well as attract talented faculty and
increase student enrollment.
“I was looking at investments that could really
make a difference,” says Dee. “I think this
program can influence culture more than any

other thing I can think of. It’s being salt and light.
This is shaping culture and making a kingdom
difference beyond the impact the students have
on campus.”
The longing most prominent in Dee’s heart
though is the knowledge that those closest to her
– her children, grandchildren, and loved ones –
know the Lord, are walking with Him, and living
in His truth.
“I would be so grateful if they all knew the Lord
and I’d meet them in heaven,” says Dee. “I would
like them all to be a good spouse, and to be a
good family. And to be successful in whatever
way the Lord has for them. That can be different,
in different ways. It certainly doesn’t have to be
money. But if they were successful in the eyes of
the Lord, and they knew that He was pleased –
that would be my greatest desire.”

Angi McCarty is the Director of Stewardship
Marketing at Taylor University.
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A CHARGE
TO KEEP

REV. JAY COMSTOCK ’68

Editor’s note: the following is excerpted from the address of Rev. Jay Comstock to his sister,
Dr. Paige (Comstock ’77) Cunningham, upon her dedication as Taylor University’s Interim President.

Dr. Cunningham, congratulations on your appointment as President of Taylor University
for this interim period. I am honored to be part of this significant occasion.
For some time, the words of a Charles Wesley hymn have churned through my spirit,
and the ripples have not subsided. Our nation’s President, who guided us through the
9/11 aftermath, chose the first line of this hymn for the title of his autobiography, A
Charge to Keep. He used the hymn to explain his actions. I want to use it to direct yours.
A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify.
While you have a superb faculty and staff, only you can keep this charge for the
President. It is singular – A charge to keep I have – but its impact is plural – faculty, staff,
students, the Taylor community, and beyond.
As you begin your tenure, remember the lessons of Jericho. They apply each time Father
takes us into a new chapter or launches us on a new mission. Your appointment is not a
Jericho for the University. Taylor now has its thirty-second president. But it is a Jericho
for you.
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We tend to evaluate the next potential
challenge by looking at our current
skills, our past successes and failures,
our accumulated knowledge, and the
strength of our people network. Then we
ask, “Can I do this and come out ahead?”
Jericho turns that paradigm upside
down.
When God gave Joshua the battle plan, it
had an easy element and a hard element.
But what sounded hard would be easy.
And what sounded easy would be hard.
Based upon Israel’s recent experience
and demonstrated skill, this battle itself
would give them new lessons.
First, they were to walk. Organizing
camp and positioning the warriors
would require some doing, of course,
especially on the seventh day when they
were to encircle the city seven times.
But they had spent forty years walking,
carrying all their belongings and
herding their livestock.
But the seemingly easy, but truly hard
part? They had to keep their mouths
shut. Not a peep; not a whisper. And they
had just spent forty years complaining
non-stop. This time they obeyed, with
only the sound of worship heard, and the
walls came down.
Your Jericho is a different kind
stronghold. Your adversary is a spiritual
power hard at work. I don’t know how he
will raise his fist against Taylor during
your tenure, but he has in the past and
will again.
So simply by way of illustration,
how might Jericho apply? From my
observation, Hebrews 12:15 speaks to
the most common Jericho to despoil the
beauty of the people of God. It says, “See to
it that no one come short of the grace of
God; that no root of bitterness springing up
causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”
When misunderstandings, harsh actions,
the bumps of life occur – as they inevitably
will in a close setting like Taylor University
– God’s grace is available to soften the
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From left: Daryl Yost, Jay
Cunningham, Gene Habecker,
and Chris Goeglein pray for
Paige Comstock Cunningham
during her dedication as
Taylor's Interim President.

perceived slights. But only when we look to Him.
When we grasp our hurts, those hurts become
bitterness, and as we nurture that bitterness, it
takes on a life of its own, what Hebrews calls a “root
of bitterness.” Our self-absorption gives it soil in
which to grow and it becomes a Jericho. I pray a
river of Heavenly Grace flow across each heart here,
beginning with mine. In days of yore, we called it a
revival. Today we call it a healing time and renewal.

Christ follower, wife,
mother, and grandma.

There is a significant event that takes place a few
days before Jericho begins. Joshua has gone up
to see the city with his own eyes. He is met by a
warrior in radiant armor, who identifies himself
as Captain of the Lord’s Host. Why did Joshua
need this? For forty years, Joshua has experienced
the miraculous hand of God: the plagues in Egypt,
the Red Sea, the daily manna and quail, the
water from the rock, the recent crossing of the
Jordan. If ever a man assumed leadership with
a background of walking in the daily grace of
Divine Provision, Joshua was that man. So why
tell a highly qualified spiritual leader, “Don’t
forget. It is the Lord’s battle.”
Because Joshua’s charge, like yours, is to carry
out the battles as He directs. Joshua earned no
glory for Jericho. Only God did. But when God
is glorified, strongholds of opposition to grace,
mercy, harmony, peace come crashing down.
To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill.
This is September 2019 as you begin your tenure,
not January 1952, when I attended my first Taylor
classes (as a 5-year-old son of Jim Comstock ’52).
The challenges when I was a student here seem
simple in retrospect because we faced them
within the context of a nation that generally selfidentified as God-fearing, Bible believing.
But Madam President, you are called to serve
this present age. The winds of the enemy
storm relentlessly from many directions
simultaneously. Far from being supportive, our
culture now seeks to destroy, or at least render
ineffective, any hint of Taylor’s mission.
So how do you serve the present age? The King
James Version of Ephesians 5:15 says, “See then that
you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.”
Arm me with watchful care, as in thy sight to live.

Reverend Jay Cunningham, the brother of
President Paige Comstock Cunningham.

My first thought in learning of your
appointment probably echoed that
of many: “For such a time as this.”
That phrase, of course, is the defining
description of Queen Esther. Her
Jewish name was Hadassah, which
means Myrtle – a beautiful plant that
grows in mild climates. But her Persian
name was Esther, which means “star.”
To see a myrtle, just keep your eyes
open and look around. But to see
Esther – star – you must look up. God
used this woman dramatically as an
“Esther.”
Madam President, you have a role as
an Esther for this University. We live
in a culture who doesn’t know who it
is. We call it identity politics, but it is
far more pervasive than the political
arena. For decades, our youth have
been taught that they are simply the
product of chance and time. Your role
is to continually remind them that
they are not an accident of history. Our
culture encourages them to measure
significance by the number of “likes”
and the size of their “following.” But
likes can quickly become dislikes,
and a following can be fleeting. The
Creator, in Whose image we were
fashioned, is still the only One Who
gives eternal answers to the questions,
“Who am I? Why am I here? Where
should I be going?” His “like” is
steadfast, and His “following” is
faithful.
Dr. Cunningham, be an Esther to this
eager group of students. Point them to
Jesus. And Father God will do the rest.
“We know that when Jesus appears,
we will be like Him, for we will see
Him just as He is.”
Madam President, your charge. Wesley
ends his fourth verse: O let me not my
trust betray, but press to realms on high.
I join this community of faith in
praying God’s blessing upon you and
this University until He takes us all to
Realms on High.
25

Robert and Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth.
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You Can Trust God
to Write Your Story
ROBERT D. WOLGEMUTH ’69 A ND N AN CY D EMOSS WOLG EMU TH

Not long ago, we were invited to a
small dinner meeting with eight
friends at a lovely restaurant in
downtown Grand Rapids, Michigan.
When we arrived, we gave the maître
d’ the name of our party. We were
promptly escorted to a private room
where we embraced the other guests
and said hello to our server, Julian,
who greeted us warmly. Once we were
all seated, Julian handed each of us a
leather-bound menu with the name of
the restaurant embossed on the cover.
Nice. Opening the menus, we were
greeted by the latest in touch screen
technology. Very cool.
Once we had placed our orders, we
settled into comfortable, uninterrupted
conversation. In just the right amount
of time, our server returned with
our appetizers. And soon, our salads.

When our server returned the next time, he was
accompanied by three additional waiters, who
were carrying our entrées.

“That’s not fair,” we may protest. “This
isn’t what I wanted. Why didn’t I get
that circumstance rather than this one?”

This was the first time we had seen these other
three, but they knew exactly who had ordered
what. This was especially impressive, as the
plates they were holding were covered with
shiny chrome domes.

But more often than not, we don’t get
to choose.

Placing our dinners in front of us, they looked
to each other for a signal. Then, at precisely the
same moment, the silver covers were lifted,
followed by a chorus of ooh’s and aah’s. The
entrées looking up at us after the big reveal were
just what we had ordered. Nicely done.
The problem is, when it comes to real life, what’s
on our plates under those chrome helmets is
often something we didn’t order. And because
the selection on others’ plates is clearly visible,
we’re sometimes tempted to compare ours to
theirs.

—————
We were both blessed with the
example of parents whose marriage,
though imperfect, was strong. This was
a rich gift of God’s grace to each of us.
Though I (Nancy) was a great
champion of marriage and much of
my ministry involved serving married
women, for many years, I had felt a
sense of calling to serve the Lord as
a single woman. While many might
have felt this to be a burden, I truly
considered it a blessing.
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On the other hand, as a young man, I
(Robert) had no doubt that someday
I would be married. In March of
1970, I married Bobbie Gardner ’72
in Arlington, Virginia. In September
1971, Missy was born, and three years
later, Julie made her appearance.
Bobbie and I shared life together for
nearly forty-five years. Of course,
there were times of testing. But
those were sweet years, blessed
with much growth and grace. Then,
in His Providence, the Lord called
Bobbie to heaven after a courageous
thirty-month-long battle with
ovarian cancer.
Knowing the aggressive progression
of the cancer and that her days
on this earth were few, Bobbie
had made clear to her family and
friends that she was eager for me to
remarry. Then, a few weeks before
Bobbie died in 2014, in separate
conversations, she told two friends,
“I’d like Robert to marry Nancy
Leigh DeMoss.”
But she never told me.

there. When I returned in a few days,
I asked Bobbie how the visit with
Nancy went. She said they had had a
lovely conversation, they talked of life
and told stories of God’s faithfulness,
closing with a sweet time of prayer.
Then Bobbie said to me, almost
wistfully. “When Nancy was ready
to leave she gave me a hug…and she
wouldn’t let go.”
So Bobbie had seen Nancy’s heart. And
she must have silently sensed that
Nancy would be a perfect mate for me
if this cancer were to take her. What a
gracious gift that proved to be.
Fast forward. Two years later and
two months after Nancy and I began
dating, the women Bobbie had spoken
with reached out and told me what
she had said. It was becoming clear
that the Lord was writing a new
chapter in my life as well as Nancy’s.
—————
Ours is a story I (Nancy) had never
envisioned for myself. But the Lord
began to “awaken love” in the heart
of this never-married, 57-year-old
woman. As Robert and I began
corresponding and I earnestly sought
God’s direction, there was a growing
sense, and finally a settled assurance,
that He was redirecting my life and
entrusting me with a different gift the gift of marriage . . . a new avenue to
experience and share the story of His
pursuing, redeeming love.

Nancy and I had known each other
professionally for a number of years.
I had represented her as an author’s
agent from 2003–2005. She and
Bobbie knew each other and shared
a mutual love for the Lord, for
hymns, for ministering to women,
and more. Nancy had interviewed
Bobbie and me, along with our
daughters and our oldest grandchild,
for her radio program, “Revive Our
On a picture-perfect Saturday morning
Hearts.” We talked about singing
in May, Robert showed up at my house
hymns as a family.
holding a large bouquet of roses. After
sharing some Scripture and praying,
Not long after Bobbie was diagnosed he knelt before the couch where I
with cancer, Nancy was speaking at was sitting and officially proposed
a conference in Orlando and took
marriage. My response was a simple,
time to visit Bobbie at our home. I
“Yes . . . with all my heart.”
was on a business trip and was not
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On November 14, 2015, before a congregation
of over five hundred friends (and tens of
thousands more who joined virtually), we
exchanged vows and were married. The
eighty-year-old Dr. Bill Hogan, who had been
my pastor during my high school and college
years, and from whom I received a deep love
for expository Bible preaching, officiated
at our wedding. The front of the (26-page!)
program read:
A Celebration of Marriage:
A Portrait of God’s Redeeming, Covenant-Keeping
Love
Shining a spotlight on that picture, telling that
story, is the point and the passion of our lives.
—————

The first years of our marriage involved lots
of adjustments for both of us - more like a
seismic shift for Nancy, who had never been
married before. We have experienced the joys
and challenges of weaving two lives together,
learning to love and serve each other well,
trusting our loving Father who is writing a
script neither of us could have imagined.
Nancy’s ministry produced a short video
on our courtship and marriage.1 They called
it “Unexpected Grace: Nancy and Robert’s
Story.” And that’s how we would both describe
our whole story - through many twists and
turns, from our childhood all the way up to
this season we find ourselves in now.
We are ever amazed at the wonder of the
grace He has lavished on us . . . day after

AT THE END
OF THE DAY, IT
IS POINTLESS
AND FOOLISH
TO COMPARE
STORIES. GOD
IS SOVEREIGN.
HIS WAYS ARE
UNFATHOMABLE.
ONLY HE FULLY
KNOWS WHY
HE DOES WHAT
HE DOES. AND
WHATEVER
HE DOES IS
PURPOSEFUL,
GOOD, AND FOR
OUR GOOD. THAT
IS THE SIMPLE
MESSAGE OF
OUR STORY.

day, month after month, year
after year . . . rescuing, redeeming,
forgiving, blessing, renewing,
restoring, helping, healing, leading,
encouraging, strengthening,
sanctifying, transforming, and so
much more.

We realize that, in many senses,
our story is an unusual one. We
have been the recipients of a godly
heritage and countless other
blessings we did not earn and for
which we can take no credit. While
our paths have not been pain free,
we have been spared (thus far) many
hardships that others have had to
endure. We are not more spiritual or
deserving than they.
But at the end of the day, it is
pointless and foolish to compare
stories. God is sovereign. His ways
are unfathomable. Only He fully
knows why He does what He does.
And whatever He does is purposeful,
good, and for our good. That is the
simple message of our story.
As we sit here today, we have no idea
what our future may hold. Our story
is still being written, and He has not
given us an inside track on what the
next chapters look like. But our trust
is in the One who holds our future
- the Author and the Finisher of our
faith. That gives us freedom and
peace, even when there are chrome
lids on our future and we cannot see
what’s hiding underneath.
“For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and
not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope” Jeremiah 29:11
Robert D. Wolgemuth ’69 is a literary
agent, author, and speaker. Nancy
DeMoss Wolgemuth is an author,
speaker, and host of the syndicated
radio program Revive Our Hearts.
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Resilient.
Strong.
Hopeful.
A Step at a Time.
BY JAMES R. G ARRI N G ER H ’1 5

This young woman was about the same age as most
high school students when she was married. It was not
the traditional wedding that little girls dream of with
flowers and a church filled with friends and family. In
the part of the world where she grew up, the culture
dictated that even the decision about whom she would
marry was not hers. Yet, there was not bitterness or
resignation, but a resilience and strength that she
exhibited that Whitney Fry ’03 has never forgotten.
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Whitney Fry's interest in public health that began in a Taylor
classroom has her led to countries around the globe where she
works to stem the tide of gender based violence.
31

Flanked by fellow alumni J.R. Briggs (left) and
Todd Syswerda, Fry answers a question during
Homecoming and Family Weekend chapel.

There are many women whose stories
have impacted Fry, who returned to
the Taylor campus at Homecoming
and Family Weekend as the G.
Roselyn Kerlin Women in Leadership
Award winner. Fry is active in the
battle to stem the overwhelming
worldwide tide of violence against,
and marginalization of women. Today
she lives and works in Kenya. It is
her latest base of operations in places
that have included Jordan, Sudan,
and Afghanistan. An independent
consultant working for nonprofit
organizations, Fry’s primary
employer is IRIS Group – a consulting
firm advocating for gender equality,
among many other things.
Her journey began in earnest
when her Biology professor, Dr. Jan
(Wallace ’89) Reber, shared an email
with her from one of Wallace’s
former students. In that email, the
Taylor alumna talked of her work
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in the public health realm, and it
was a lightbulb moment for Fry. “I
had a lot of curiosity about other
places in the world and wanted to
do something more global in reach
… I had never heard of public health
before that meeting (with Reber),”
she remembered. “I knew by the
time I graduated I wanted to go
into public health without really
knowing what that was. I’ve never
regretted that decision. I am so
grateful I was given that email to
read. I feel like she put a lot of words
to what I was passionate about.”
From that broader application of
public health to the sharper focus
on the issues of Gender Based
Violence (GBV), Fry’s journey has
grown more challenging. According
to the World Health Organization
(WHO), GBV has touched one of
every three women around the
globe. In fact, statistics from the

WHO paint a dismal picture. Among the 35 percent
of women who, at some point in their lives, have
experienced violence because of their gender:
• Most of this violence is intimate partner violence.
Worldwide, almost one third (30%) of women who have
been in a relationship report that they have experienced
some form of physical and/or sexual violence by their
intimate partner in their lifetime.
• Globally, as many as 38% of murders of women are
committed by a male intimate partner.
• Violence can negatively affect women’s physical, mental,
sexual, and reproductive health, and may increase the
risk of acquiring HIV in some settings.
• Women are more likely to experience intimate partner
violence if they have low education, exposure to mothers
being abused by a partner, abuse during childhood,
and attitudes accepting violence, male privilege, and
women’s subordinate status.
In contrast, the WHO also cites evidence that
advocacy and empowerment, counselling

interventions, as well as home visitation, show
promise in preventing or reducing intimate
partner violence against women. It is into that
space that Fry seeks to affect change.
“Half the population is minimized and
compromised by their gender and how they
were created,” Fry said. “We try to encourage
healthy relationships and healthy and
positive interactions between men and
women and boys and girls … Everyone has a
story of their own and they are more than
numbers. The longer that I live in places where
these numbers are high the more I develop
relationships with women and girls that
have amazing stories of overcoming these
challenges. It is amazing to me and a real
honor to work with these women and girls –
so many amazing women. A lot of what I’m
passionate about is ending violence against
women and girls and also encouraging the
healthy development of men and boys. It’s
not just about men changing. It’s the whole
community.”
When asked if she ever wonders whether
her efforts as one person on a planet of an
estimated 7.7 billion people are having any
effect, Fry paused.
“I think probably all the time,” she said. “I’m
someone who feels really strongly about
putting one hundred percent into something
and I value excellence. I feel that people
deserve the best and so I am committed to
giving my best in any situation, in any effort.
“At the same time I can’t say my best is always
right,” Fry added. “Sometimes the approach is
wrong – that’s a strong word and I don’t like
thinking in black and white. I am not Kenyan
and I don’t fully understand the Kenyan
culture. I cannot speak for someone else. I’m
a foreigner and I have limitations. Even my
best doesn’t necessarily mean I’m making a
difference.
“There is a huge potential to get sidetracked
– to become cynical and depressed about
the state of the world and these issues,” she
admitted. “I have really tried to change my
frame to look at what is possible rather than
what is broken – to really focus on human
potential, growth, and transformation. When

we bring our whole self to the table
we will get a whole outcome. Not
using negative or problem-based
language but what is working and
where do we need to go to work
together to see transformation
in this space. I would reframe it –
promoting positive transformation
to see women and girls to be
developed to their highest
potential. That kind of hope is
infused in these spaces more and
more as we change our framing and
our approach to these really hard
and complex issues.”
Ultimately for Fry, entering into
the lives of these women and their
families, gives her an even greater
glimpse of the Savior. “I wake up
in the morning and just feel such a
sense of gratitude about the ways
the Lord granted me opportunities
to engage in the world and the
people he’s put in my life and the
diversity that I get to be around
every day and the beauty I get to be
around every day.
“I don’t think I am bringing
something special to this part
of the world. It’s a privilege that
I get to walk in such amazing
places with such amazing people,”
Fry said. “It’s not how much I
have been able to give by what I
have been able to receive. I feel
confirmed in my steps. It’s not
about me. I feel really strongly
that He has granted me a gift in
joining so many other thousands
of people in promoting what I
think is God’s heart for his people
and all his children. I think we are
all a little part of it in our corners
of the world. The reaffirmation of
the direction is not so much of a
direction of a lightning bolt – more
of a daily step-by-step process of
experiencing His goodness and
presence.”

“I have really
tried to change
my frame to
look at what is
possible rather
than what is
broken – to
really focus
on human
potential,
growth and
transformation.

James R. Garringer H' 15 is the Editor of
the Taylor magazine.
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VISTA

"HE LEADS ME BESIDE STILL WATERS; HE RESTORES MY
SOUL." . . . The lake at Muselman House, the President's

residence, at Taylor University.
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S U B M I T T I N G A L U M N I N O T E S I S S I M P L E … Visit taylor.edu/alumninotes to submit your alumni notes updates and
photos. Please remember to upload only photos including alumni and a minimum resolution of 200KB or 4 x 6 inches. Notes
can also be submitted by email at magazine@taylor.edu, by phone at (800) 882-3456, ext. 5170, or by mail.
36

ALUMNI NOTES

02

03

01

05

04

1962

Bob Blume was received an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters from
Anderson University on May 11. Bob is
the Director of Man4Man Ministries,
a Christ-centered ministry that works
with ex-offenders and men who are
preparing for life after incarceration.
Bob was also honored as The
(Anderson) Herald Bulletin’s Person of
the Year in 2014.

1963

01 In late 2020, Gloria (Griffin)
Redding plans to travel around the
world, visiting Germany, Switzerland,
Israel, Russia, India, and Vietnam. She
would love to meet Taylor students
and alumni living in these countries
to learn about them, why they are
there, and what they are doing. She
can be reached at gloriareading@
yahoo.com.

06

1967

02 Nelson Rediger took grandsons
Andrew, Milo, and James to
Disneyworld in May. They hope to
be future 2030, 2032, and 2035 Taylor
alumni. The boys’ mother is April
(Rediger ’01) Kelly.

1968

03 Olson Hall 3rd floor alumni met in
Boulder, Colorado, for a mini reunion.
L to R: Marilyn (Barr) Petersen,
Linda (Brown) Dickson, Susan
Huslage, Lynn (Golian) Ganz, Priscilla
Robb.

1971

04 Dr. JoAnn (Kinghorn) Rediger was
presented the Outstanding Alumni
Award at Ball State University’s 8th
Annual Showcase. She earned a D.A.
from Ball State in 1994. Dr. Rediger
served as Professor of Music and
Director of Chorale Ensembles at
Taylor from 1994 until her retirement
in May 2019.

1977

05 Brent Short was appointed
Director of Library Services at Park
University in July. Brent is now
responsible for developing the
direction of the library’s services and
the University’s Frances Fishburn
Archives and Special Collections.

1978

06 Kurt Jaderholm and a group of
Taylor alumni gathered at the Walnut
Creek Golf Course in September. The
group enjoyed a beautiful Indiana day
and lunch provided by Brad Yordy ’05
and the Taylor Alumni Office. After
a great golf outing, they enjoyed a
cookout and Ivanhoe’s shakes, and
attended the cross country event in
Marion. Front Row: Mark Cornfield
’85, Al Lettinga, Phil Price, and
Kurt Jaderholm. Back Row: Jay
Redding ’82, Tim Reusser ’76, Frank
Grotenhuis ’82, Geoff Ames ’82, Bob
Engel ’82, Rick Lloyd, Dave Hicks ’79,
Dave Lewis ’76, Roger Tullis ’76, and
Brad Yordy ’05.
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1980

1987

1981

Wisconsin. The AUS Teacher of the Year
Award is given to a faculty member
teaching in the seven-week evening
program during the current academic
school year. The faculty member
demonstrates excellence both in
their field and in working with adult
students. Since 2013, Mark has guided
discussion in Western Heritage I
1995
and II at Carthage. He has also been
09 Anne (Goldsmith) Horch and her
an instructor in literature, critical
husband, Jeff, moved to Maple Plain,
thinking, history, and writing at several
Minnesota, in August 2018. Jeff accepted
other colleges. He spends his days as
the position of Senior Pastor of Village
the Guidance Director at Christian Life
Church. Anne and Jeff with their four
School where, starting next year, he will
children, Jack, Will, Emma, and Luke,
be the assistant principal of instruction.
are loving Minnesota and are counting
on God as they shine for Him in the
12 Jesse and Sarah (Borgwardt) Joyner
wintery north.
welcomed their new son, David Russell,
on May 20. He joins older sisters Keziah
(8) and Annie (2).
1997

Stacy (Herr) Jarvi retired this year after
39 years in various teaching settings,
her most recent being 20 years at
Crestwood Local Schools, where she
taught general and vocal music to 3rd,
4th, and 5th grades. Since retirement,
she has enjoyed kayaking, crocheting
service projects, and participating in
musical activities at her local church.

Kathi Small is teaching at the Central
American Theological Seminary, in
Guatemala City, Guatemala. Kathi
moved to Guatemala in 2017 after
serving with TEAM for 21 years in
Venezuela and Peru.
07 Dr. John Phillips and his wife Patty
hosted a weekend mini reunion at their
home in Sunset, South Carolina. Those
attending were Ken and Kristen Hayes
’80, Will and Kim Turkington ’80, Jon
and Sally Heaney, RaeAnn and Cal
Stuart ’80, Patty and John Phillips, and
Kathy and Tom Kemner.

1985

Tim Miller released his book Born For
Worship: The Best You Can Be In WorshipArts Ministry on February 28. He
currently writes for many magazines
including, Worship Leader Magazine,
Worship Musician Magazine, Pastor
Resources Magazine, and Saddleback. He
also serves at Bayside Community
Church overseeing the audio, video,
projection, and broadcasting.

08 A group of third center Wengatz
alumni gathered together in the
Wheaton/Chicago area in June. They
included: Tim Hirons ’89, Rod Ogilvie,
Rob Hanlon ’88, Dave Ruths, Randy
Crowder ’88, Tom Flanagan ’88, and
Nathan Harvey.

10 Jason Borowicz and his wife,
Shannon, welcomed their son, Anders
John, on December 27, 2018. The
Borowicz’s are also embarking on a
new adventure to return to Michigan
after being in New Zealand for nine
years. They will be in the Detroit area,
and Jason is launching a keynote
speaking business.

13 Robert Morris married Kimberly
Daniels on April 27, in New Smyrna
Beach, Florida. They reside in
Indianapolis, Indiana, where both serve
as attorneys for the Social Security
Administration. Taylor alumni in the
wedding party and in attendance
include Daniel Taylor ’03 and Jesse
Esbeck.

2002

11 Mark Jedrzejczyk was named
the 2018-19 Adult Undergraduate
Studies (AUS) Teacher of the Year
at Carthage College in Kenosha,

UPCOMING
ALUMNI
EVENTS
H E R I TA G E W E E K E N D
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H O M E C O M I N G & FA M I LY
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2003

14 Matt and Leah (Marshall) Poorman planted
Cornerstone Vineyard Church in Mishawaka,
Indiana, in May 2019. Matt serves as the Lead Pastor.

2004

15 Martina (Graber) Cully and her husband, Clark,
welcomed their son, Grant Alexander, on March 12.
He joins his three sisters, Reeva (4), Arlee, (3), and
Vella (1).

2005

Josh Cervone and his wife Rebecca are expecting
their fourth child and first daughter this October.
She will join older twin brothers, Ezra and Levi, (4),
and eight-month-old Micah.
16 Chris and Drew (Tipton) Conrad welcomed
their third son, Keene, on October 24, 2018. He
joins big brothers, Hugh (8) and Trevor (5). Proud
grandparents include Drew’s parents, Trevor (’79)
and Deborah (’81) Tipton.

2006

17 Abigail (Crenshaw) Eades and husband, Chad,
welcomed their third daughter, Arabella Joy, in May.
Arabella joins her big sister, Savannah, at home.
Arabella’s second sister, Sarabeth, went home to live
with Jesus in January 2018.

2007

18 Brent Maher completed his Ed.D. in higher
education at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education in May. Dr. Steve and Phyllis (Dye ’64)
Bedi (’65) were present at the commencement
ceremony in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

2008

19 Leeann (Ashby) Starkey and her husband, Derek,
welcomed their daughter, Eliza Marie, on July 17.
Zach Whitesel was recently promoted to Controller
at DePauw University. He and his wife, Amanda,
reside in Greencastle, Indiana.

2011

20 Rebekah Briner married Ben Berger on January
12. Katie (Breen) Gittlen, Taylor Richards, and
Jonathan Friday ’10 were present at the wedding.

A LEGACY
OF FA I T H .
When their moms and dads went to Taylor,
Jay Kesler ’58 was President, the Rupp and
Metcalf fine arts complex buildings were shiny
and new, and the student union was in the
Dome. Legacy students—the sons and daughters,
sometimes even grandsons and granddaughters
of Taylor University alumni began their Taylor
journeys this fall. Welcome!
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2012

21 Brayton Kiedrowski married Katie Fore ’10 on
March 9, in Geneva, Illinois. Christian Kiedrowski
’14, Tom Robertson ’10, Mary K. (Smith ’10) Wendel,
Katelyn (Bennett ’09) Makar, Natalie (Nunes ’10)
Dawdy, Emily (Herrmann ’11) Knapp, and Sara
Duncan ’10, were members of their wedding party.

2013

Brittany (Jacob) Ballinger moved with her
husband, Andrew, from Asheville, North Carolina,
to Edinburgh, Scotland. Brittany is now the
Marketing Administrator for the School of
Philosophy, Psychology, and Language Sciences at
The University of Edinburgh. Despite the distance,
Brittany still enjoys a close friendship with fellow
alumi Ron and Judy (Klomparens) Sutherland ’82.
Plans to have them visit Scotland are in the making.

2014

22 Trevor and Morgan (McFerran) Litwiller
celebrated their 5th wedding anniversary on
August 2nd. Trevor and Morgan are embarking on
an exciting year of change with having recently
moved to Michigan in the greater Grand Rapids
area, and both are starting with new employers.
Morgan is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA) for children with autism, and Trevor works
for an Environmental Engineering Firm. They are
excitedly awaiting the arrival of their first child, a
baby boy, who is due in January 2020.

2015

Matthew and Jenny (Neidich) Fenton, along with
their son Joseph, are serving in Guatemala until
December 2019 with Kids Alive International. Please
pray for them as they learn, share the love and truth
of Christ with the people, and assist Matthew’s
Uncle Jon who is a missionary there.
Claire Hadley became engaged to Broderick Flynn
on July 5. They are planning a late-spring wedding
in 2020.

23 Ronni Meier married Brad Robertson on March 30.
24 Will and Lauren (Pfeifer) Severns and their
friends celebrated their 5th Annual “50 States Trip”.
Upon graduation, they decided to meet in a different
state once a year. The group of Taylor grads are
pictured. L to R: Andrew and Kinsley (Koons ’14)
Whitworth; Hunter and Allie (Sleeting) Sims; Scott
and Brooklin (Young ’16) Collins; Nate and Kathryn
(Birkey) Scheibe; Matt and Haley (Kurr) Rossi; Alex
and Jenny (Valkier ’16) Schmucker.

2017

25 Grant Hohlbein married Nikki Zaino ’18 on
February 23.
26 Hayley King married Nathanael Boone ’18 on
May 4.
27 Ashlyn (Mortensen) Oloomi, and her husband,
Jordan, welcomed their beautiful daughter, Eliana
Mae, on Sunday, August 4.
28 Andrew Schmidt and Augusta Bailey ’18 were
married on June 15 in Muskegon, Michigan.

2018

29 Eric Andrews married Becca Eis ’19 on June 9.
30 George Gray married Jaylin Gadel on August 3.

2019

31 Michael Davisson married Amanda Getgen
’18 on June 22, in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
The wedding party included fellow Taylor alumni:
Matthew Getgen ’23, Daniel Burson ’20, Conner
Flowe, Jeanine (Aupperle ’18) Smith, Matthew
Garringer, Katherine (Fritzeen ‘18) Wolgemuth,
Adam Witzig ’18, Natalie Duncan ’18, Jon Meharg,
Keri Kauffman ’18, Nathan Margosian ’20, Lauren
Baird ’18, and Chester Chan.
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IN MEMORIAM
Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." —Matthew 25:34

W E R E M E M B E R T H E S E M E M B E R S O F T H E TAY L O R
C O M M U N I T Y W H O H AV E G O N E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D .
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1952

32 Lois Eileen (Inboden) Kempton, age
88, of Logan, Ohio, entered her eternal
home on July 6, at Hocking Valley
Community Hospital. In addition to
a B.A. from Taylor, she earned an M.A.
from Ohio University. She was a wellknown music teacher, columnist for the
Logan Daily News, author, songwriter,
and member of the Turkey Run
Mennonite Church. Lois is survived by
her children, Keith, Bethany (Fisher),
and Glendon.

1962

Dr. Fran (Woy) Terhune went to be
with the Lord on Tuesday, August 6, at
Haven Hospice in Gainesville, Florida.
Fran retired from Westside Baptist
Church after 17 years as Minister of
Education. She was the first woman to
serve as president of the Florida Baptist
Religious Educators Association. Before
answering the call into vocational
ministry, she spent 13 years as a
writer, editor and administrator at the
University of Florida, where she was
the Associate Director of the Bureau of
Economic and Business Research. Fran
received her bachelor’s degree from
Taylor, double majoring in English and
Biblical Literature. She also earned
a master’s degree in English from
Indiana University, and a Ph.D. in
English from the University of Florida.
She is survived by her husband of 56
years, Jim ’62 of Gainesville; a sister,
Alice Boozer, and her husband, Jack;
three children, Betsy (Tom) Kelberlau;
Susan Terhune; and Chad Terhune
(B.J.); and two granddaughters.

1965

33 Norman Andresen died on August
7, from injuries suffered in a cycling
accident in Aspen, Colorado. He
received a B.A. in Biology from Taylor
University, M.S. in Botany at Michigan
State University, and a doctorate
of philosophy in Botany from the
University of Michigan in 1976. Norman
was an active participant of First
Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti, where
he was an elder and served on several

mission trips abroad. He is survived
by his wife of 53 years, Sandy, his son
Bradley (Lynda), and granddaughter,
Sophia, as well as his nieces, Jan and
Joyce.

the community, to his wife Bonnie
(Johnson ’78), and children. Sid was
recognized for paying the ultimate
sacrifice when he died in the line of
duty as a firefighter.

1968

1980

David Claude Travis passed into his
Lord’s arms on August 30, 2019. Dave
had struggled with illness for a few
years. He enjoyed a successful career as
a special education teacher. Teaching
students with various types of special
needs. He had a gift for understanding
the best way to help each child. Part
of his career was in public schools
and part was at the Christian School
of York. He also enjoyed coaching
basketball, and in 16 years never had a
losing season. Dave is survived by his
wife, Nancy, who was his high school
sweetheart; two sons, their wives, and
several grandchildren, all of whom
know and love the Lord.

1971

Gayle E Webb 69, of Ashaway, Rhode
Island, died at The Westerly Hospital
on July 11, 2019, after a long battle
with breast cancer. Gayle dedicated
her life and career to nursing in both
New Jersey and Rhode Island. She was
a member of the Old Mystic United
Methodist Church, and she was active
as a lay leader at several local churches.
She was also a member of the Westerly
Nurses’ Club, where she was president.
Her passions in life were her church,
music, traveling, and her animals. She
is survived by her sister, Ruth Greaven
(Thom); nieces, Emily Smith and
Elizabeth Greaven; nephew, Brian
Greaven; several grand nieces and
nephews; her beloved cat, Tasha, and
the countless hearts that she touched.

Mark Hochstettler, 62, died on March
13. Mark graduated from Taylor with
a degree in business in 1980 and went
on to work many years in the pet and
lawn care industry. He was also the
fourth generation of his family to own
Hochstettler’s Old Mill. Mark enjoyed
studying the Bible, restoring old
Volkswagens, and working outdoors.
But most of all he loved spending time
with his family. He is survived by his
wife, Kay Lynn, and many beloved
relatives.

1990

35 Renee Fares died after a sudden
illness on June 8, 2016. She was 47.
Renee had moved to Chicago, Illinois,
after living in Los Angeles, California.
She utilized her B.S. in Business and
Economics minor to work for some of
the nation’s most respected companies,
including Andersen Consulting, Ernst &
Young, Capital EMI Music, Sony Music,
and Warner Brothers Music. Renee
worked at Warner Brothers 17 years in
the IT department. She had a passion
for music, entertainment, and travel,
and she loved living in Los Angeles. She
attended Church on the Way, was a
faithful tither, and gave generously
of her time to those in need. Renee is
survived by her twin sister, Tina, who
also graduated from Taylor University
in 1990.

2017

36 Kyalo Morpheus Muindi passed
away on June 12, in Nairobi, Kenya. He
1977
is survived by his parents, Drs. Festus
34 A ceremony was held on June 8 at
and Florence Muindi, his brother,
the Depot Park, in Upland, Indiana, to
Jay Mwangangi Muindi, and several
honor individuals who have served the
grandparents. Services were held in
Community of Upland with distinction.
June and burial was at his parents’
Plaques were added to the Honor
home in Mulango, Kitui.
Wall at the Depot. Sidney Hall was
honored posthumously for his service
at Taylor University, in many areas of
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REFLECTIONS

Faithful in the Past. Faithful in the Future.
A student recently approached me with tears
in her eyes to say, “Thank you.” Her reasons
were many, but primary among them was
that she senses a calm and renewed work
of the Holy Spirit on the campus of Taylor
University. As you know, the past few months
have been difficult. Controversy surrounding
Commencement, turmoil on campus, and the
resignation of a president cast a shadow of
uncertainty over this beloved institution.
It is my privilege to tell you that the waters
at Taylor have calmed. This is a work of
God’s Holy Spirit. There is a special sense
of energy on campus today – our alumni
and family members experienced it just a
few weeks ago at Homecoming and Family
Weekend. Our chapel services, perhaps the
greatest and most reliable barometer of the
spiritual temperature of our students, are
still packed three months into the semester.
Our students are desperately seeking His
face. And our faculty and staff have joined in
that prayerful effort.
The events of the past few months were not
the only time our campus has experienced
turmoil. On the eve of our Homecoming and
Family Weekend, an alumnus from 60 years
ago wrote me, sharing his memories from
his student days when two beloved faculty
members were forced to resign. There was
anger and accusations as students talked of
revolt. But something else happened, instead.
“We decided to get on our knees and pray.
Prayer changed things,” he wrote. “It wasn’t
just a pious thing to do, it really released the
mighty arm of God.” (his emphasis). After
a few difficult months, the crisis subsided
and those two faculty members returned
to complete their careers at Taylor. One
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was Hazel Butz, who continued her stellar
and impactful career at Taylor, and whom
my husband Jay ’77 and I knew as Hazel
Butz-Carruth. The other was Milo Rediger
’39 – a man whose presidential vision for
Taylor University dramatically shaped and
impacted this school and the thousands
of students who have studied here., Upon
Dr. Rediger’s retirement, the president of a
neighboring university said, “It was better
for Taylor to have Dr. Rediger than to have
been given $10 million.”
I’m grateful that we have records not only
of God’s mighty acts on behalf of the people
of Israel, but His great provision for Taylor.
Taylor University – the First 150 Years, written by
Dr. William C. Ringenberg ’61, memorializes
those times when Taylor’s future seemed
shaky at best, but in retrospect future
generations could attest to God’s mighty
power at work. In that book, Dr. Ringenberg
chronicles the highs and lows that have
come throughout Taylor’s history – times
of uncertainty, sorrow, and trial, and times
of achievement and overt blessings. The
repeating theme throughout our beloved
school’s history is not that her people were
divided into campus of “us v. them,” but
rather that they, together, sought the face of
God when confronted with difficulties.
As gratifying as this new sense of
calm is today, how will we respond to
uncertainties of the future? I ask because
from a human point of view, the problems
seem insurmountable. A dwindling pool
of college-age students brought on by the
decline in birthrates that began with the
2008 recession, ongoing efforts to make
Taylor University affordable so that no

student who loves the Lord and wants to get
a great education will ever be turned away or
be prevented from serving due to crippling
debt, and flat enrollment rates that have
afflicted not only Taylor, but many other of
our sister CCCU institutions. This is to say
nothing of the challenge of remaining true
to Christ and God’s mission for us when
worldly powers “threaten to undo us.”
Those challenges must be met. But, as your
president, I promise you they will be met
with determined, focused and fervent prayer
and hard, thoughtful work. Thank you for
giving. Thank you for caring. May I call upon
you, our beloved Taylor community, to remain
faithful? As we have seen in the past, during
times of uncertainty, God moves His people to
pray. Will you please pray with and for us, that
God will “release his mighty arm” once again?
To paraphrase, may today’s story, “be recorded
for future generations, so that a people not
yet born will praise the Lord (Ps. 102:18,
NLT). And in reading the history of God at
work at Taylor in the 21st century, may “each
generation tell its children of your mighty
acts” (Ps. 145:4, NLT).
To God alone be all the glory.

Paige (Comstock ’77) Cunningham, JD, PhD
Interim President

EQUALS LOWER TUITION
It’s that simple. Your gift of any size will help Taylor
remain affordable to students.

To support the Taylor Fund, please visit taylor.edu/taylorfund.

Super Bowl winner and NFL Hall of Fame
Coach Tony Dungy speaks during chapel on
November 4. Dungy shared his testimony and
told the large crowd in Odle Arena that God has
been with him through life’s highs and lows.

